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PRÓLOGO

“Las normas morales, al igual que las hipótesis y técnicas científicas, deben ser compatibles con los 
principios de nivel superior, en este caso, las máximas morales y metaéticas del sistema en cuestión. En 
el caso del agatonismo, el máximo principio es «Disfruta la vida y ayuda a otros a vivir una vida digna de 

ser disfrutada»”

Mario Bunge 
Buenos Aires, 21 de septiembre de 1919 - Canadá, 24 de febrero de 2020

A la caza de la realidad (2007). Barcelona. España. Editorial Gedisa S.A., p.373

Este volumen IV del libro titulado Ciências Humanas: Estudos para uma Visão 

Holística da Sociedade surge como una continuación de los volúmenes anteriores. 

Destacándose como la sociedad se manifestó luego del inicio de la pandemia 

de SARS CoV-2 (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2), asumiendo con 

mayor énfasis la importancia de las relaciones humanas, como consecuencia del duro 

aislamiento que ese periodo significó. Por lo tanto, observamos en el tratamiento Holístico 

que los autores reunidos en esta obra, asumen en las distintas temáticas propuestas, 

pretendiendo aportar al bienestar general, alentando a la búsqueda de nuevos 

conocimientos. Tales autores, pertenecientes a diversas regiones del mundo, participan 

con fines de aportar al desarrollo del bien común, mostrando la forma de contribuir al 

fortalecimiento de un lazo humanístico, reconociendo los nuevos componentes del 

ambiente, dados en oportunidades por la tecnología, el método hibrido, los saberes 

ancestrales, la dimensión emocional presente en las distintas edades, labores y género, 

entre otros. Indudablemente todo esto, nos lleva a reflexionar en nuestro quehacer diario, 

el propósito deseado de perdurar la existencia, conservando el ambiente.

Esperando que estos trabajos sean de gran aporte a los lectores, les deseamos 

una buena lectura.

SILVIA INÉS DEL VALLE NAVARRO

GUSTAVO ADOLFO JUAREZ
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ser disfrutada»”

Mario Bunge 
Buenos Aires, 21 de septiembre de 1919 - Canadá, 24 de febrero de 2020

A la caza de la realidad (2007). Barcelona. España. Editorial Gedisa S.A., p.373

Este volume IV do livro intitulado Ciências Humanas: Estudos para uma Visão 

Holística da Sociedade surge como continuação dos volumes anteriores. 

Destacando como a sociedade, se manifestou após o início da pandemia de 

SARS CoV-2 (Coronavírus 2 da Síndrome Respiratória Aguda Grave), assumindo com 

maior ênfase a importância das relações humanas, como consequência do duro 

isolamento que esse período significou. Por isso, observamos no tratamento Holístico 

que os autores reunidos neste trabalho, assumem nos diferentes temas propostos, 

pretendendo contribuir para o bem-estar geral, estimulando assim a busca de novos 

conhecimentos. Tais autores, pertencentes a várias regiões do mundo, participam de 

forma a contribuir para o desenvolvimento do bem comum, mostrando como contribuir 

para o fortalecimento de um vínculo humanístico, reconhecendo os novos componentes 

do meio ambiente, oportunizados pela tecnologia, a método híbrido, saberes ancestrais, a 

dimensão emocional presente em diferentes idades, profissões e gêneros, entre outros. 

Sem dúvida, tudo isso nos leva a refletir, sobre nosso trabalho diário o objetivo almejado 

de continuar a existir, conservando o meio ambiente.

Esperando que estas obras sejam de grande contribuição para os leitores, 

desejamos-lhes uma boa leitura.

SILVIA INÉS DEL VALLE NAVARRO

GUSTAVO ADOLFO JUAREZ
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ABSTRACT: It cannot be too much 
emphasized that the dolmens of North Korea 
are very important to understand the dolmen 
culture of the northeastern Asia. The peculiar 
structures of the dolmens in North Korea, 
which have been recognized up to now, can be 
classified according to the form of grave pit, 
the skill of construction, the things concerned 
with funeral rites, and so on. It is found out 
that, in the dolmens of North Korea, the 
facilities of a boundary of grave were formed 
by the stones which were piled or spread out 
within the sites of them. Judging from the view 
of funeral rites, it certainly proves the kinship 
or the blood relationship of the buried men in 
them that many grave pits were found in one 
boundary of grave. It has been investigated in 
the table-type dolmens that the stone props 
were not erected uprightly but tilted slightly 
inward. Such tilting inward seems to have kept 
the whole balance of a dolmen. Some of the 

peculiar things concerned with the burial are 
about partitioning of a grave pit. A grave pit 
was partitioned into some small spaces, almost 
divided into three or four partitions. Such 
partitioning has been investigated in the table-
type dolmens as well as the pit-type dolmens. 
The peculiar features like partitioning of a grave 
pit can be identified only in the dolmens of 
North Korea. It has been investigated that the 
raised floors had been constructed in advance 
to form the sites of dolmens a little higher than 
a circumference. The dolmens were erected 
on the raised floors so that they commanded 
a fine view to be looked very well from any 
place, which shows how much people in those 
days gave attention to geographical features 
around the site, constructing the dolmens.
KEYWORDS: North Korea. Boundaries of 
grave. Methods of constructing dolmens.  
Partition of a grave pit. Funeral rites.

1 INTRODUCTION

The northeastern area of Asia, 

including the Korean peninsular, is one of the 

world-famous regions where dolmens are 

widely scattered. The dolmens in this region 

are so densely distributed that they have been 

surveyed, excavated, and studied by many 

researchers, and that this area has been proved 

to be a center of the culture of dolmens (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1: A distribution map of dolmens site of North-Eastern Asia.

As the results obtained through the studies of the dolmens in North Korea have 

widely been introducing in recent years, the importance of the dolmens in the Korean 

peninsular comes to be highlighted (Choi, M. L., 1999).

According to the results of the studies of the dolmens which have been 

excavated in North Korea, they are mainly centered on the western coastal parts 

of Hwanghae and Pyongan province around Pyongyang. And some dolmens were 

recently found in Sinmyongri, Pungseogoon and in Hyesan on the Kaema Heights 

(Sok, K. J., 2002). We have scrutinized them and found out some peculiar features of 

them. It is noticeable that in the process and method of construction they are different 

from those of the dolmens which discovered in the adjacent places. Even though 

some of them have been found in the middle and southern regions of the Korean 

peninsular, Liaodong, and Jilin, most of them have been found in this area to show the 

local features of them (Ha, M. S., 1999b).
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The peculiar structures which have been recognized up to now in the dolmens of 

North Korea can be classified as the construction skills, the things concerned with funeral 

rites, and so on according to the forms of grave pit.

In this study some features of such classified parts of the structures will be 

examined.

2 THE FORMS OF GRAVE PIT

The features which were revealed in the structures of the grave pits can be 

ascertained in the boundaries of grave, the long grooves on stone props, the capstones, 

and so on.

2.1 THE BOUNDARIES OF GRAVE

It has been found out that, in the dolmens of North Korea, the boundaries of grave 

were formed by the stones which were piled and spread out around the sites of dolmens.

It was investigated that there are only one dolmen in a boundary of grave, and also 

many dolmens in one. The structures of the boundaries of grave were almost formed by 

orderly piled pebbles or gravels, but they were built by spreading them out in the dolmens 

of Wonamri no.7, 8, Pyongwon and Guiilri no.2 Sangwon (Ha, M. S., 1998b).

The borders of them are discriminated by the large stones which are located on 

the verges of the boundaries. And in most of them the pebbles of gravels are densely piled 

up near the grave pits and more and more sparsely far away from it (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2: Sanwon guiilri dolmen no.2.
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It seems that the size of a grave boundary was determined by the situations of 

the time when it was constructed rather than by the number of grave pit. Of 14 pit-type 

dolmens which were excavated, the dolmen of Cheonjindong no. 4, Whangju have the 

most grave pits of 7, the seven dolmens of them only one grave pit, and the last three to 

five grave pits (Sok, K. J., 1979).

And it is remarkable that these facilities were ascertained in the table-type dolmen 

of Hakgokri no.2, Yeoncheon and Osangri no.1, Ganghaw which were recently excavated 

(Sejong Univ. Museum, 2003: Lee, H. K., 2002).

In the view of funeral rites the fact that many grave pits were found in one boundary 

of grave proves that people buried in them were kinsmen or relatives with the ties of blood 

(Fig. 3).

Fig. 3: Hwangju cheonjindong dolmen no.4 (boundaries of grave).

2.2 THE GROOVES ON STONE PROPS

It is noticeable that the long grooves ascertained on the stone props in the dolmen 

of Noamri, Anack among the table-type dolmens which have been investigated in North 

Korea (Fig. 4), are carved at the part where a stone prop and an end stone come in contact 

with each other (Sok, K., J., 1993).
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Fig. 4: Anak noamri dolmen.

The stone props are fitted together with the end stones to be a completely 

closed space, so that the dolmen keeps the best stability. In case of the table-type 

dolmens, the grooves were investigated, along with on the dolmens of Dosanri, Kochang, 

on those of Ximucheng no.1, Haicheng, on Baidianz and Dahuangdi, Zhuanghe, and on 

Shipengshan, Gaizhou in Liaoning as well as on those of Taipinggou no.1 and Daishatan 

no.1 in Liuhe (Ha, M. S., 1999b).

Comparing the features which are commonly discovered on the dolmen of 

Noamri and on some of such dolmens with those of other dolmens, the capstones of 

them are larger and the stone props are not elected upright, but tilted slightly inward 

(Ha, M. S., 1998b).

It seems to have been a method which was generally used in constructing a large 

table-type dolmen to carve the grooves on the stone props of it for them to be fitted 

together with the end stone (Ha, M. S., 1999b).

2.3 THE CAPSTONE

When the function of dolmen is regarded as a grave, it is certain that a capstone 

could existed to make a closed space of grave pit and to protect the body of a dead man. 
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The capstone itself is thought as having covered the grave pit, particularly, in the table-

type dolmens. Though it is inferred that most of the pit-type dolmens had lid-stones, they 

have rarely been discovered. This may be because the materials of the lids were different. 

In case that a broad and large stone was used, it has well been maintained, but in case 

of a wooden lid, it is only inferred that it were been there (Kim, C. W. & Yun, M.B., 1967). 

Moreover, because the capstones function as also lid-stones in the table-type dolmens 

and the pit-type dolmens which have them, the sizes of them, particularly, the length are 

closely related with the size of grave pits (Fig. 5).

Fig. 5: Eunyul gwansanri dolmen no.1 (cap-stone).

3 THE CONSTRUCTION SKILLS

Looking into the ways which were used to carry the capstones which weights 

some ten tons in constructing dolmens and to lift them onto the stone props, it was 

revealed that the methods of constructing dolmens in those days had been on the very well 

advanced stage. The system of weights and measures and the methods and processes of 

constructing them, which were generally employed in those days, can be inferred on the 

base of those methods of constructing dolmens (Daniels, G., 1980).

3.1 TILTING STONE PROPS SLIGHTLY INWARD

As the important function of stone props in the table-type dolmens is to keep the 

balance of capstone not to fall down, stone props have to be erected uprightly. Still it has 
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been investigated in some of the dolmens of North Korea that the stone props of them 

are not erected but tilted slightly inward for the whole balance. Such tilting were found in 

the dolmens of Kwansanri no.1, Eunyul, of Songsindong no.22, Yeuntan, of Seokcheonsan 

no.10, Younggang, of Munheungri no.3, Kangdong, and so on (Sok, K. J., 1979).

The technique which can be recognized not only in the dolmens of North Korea but 

also in those of Liaoning and Jilin is considered one of general principles of construction 

mechanics to have been applied on the developing process of the skills of constructing 

dolmens, and regarded as considerably advanced (Fig. 6).

Fig. 6: Baecheon yongdongri dolmen no.2.

3.2 THE THINGS CONCERNED WITH WEDGE STONES

The precondition for keeping the whole balance to prop up the capstone in 

the structure of the table-type dolmens is that horizontal balance should be sustained 

completely. The wedge stones, which had been put through the gaps between capstone 

and stone props to maintain the horizontal balance and to erect them uprighly, were 

discovered in the dolmens of Noamri, Anrak of Seokcheonsan no.12, Younggang, and of 

Jangri no.1, Sangwon (Sok, K. J., 1993 : Ha, M. S., 1999b).

In the dolmen of Noamri the stone props and the end stones were erected 

and then the wedge stones were put through the gaps between them. In those of 
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Seokcheonsan no.12 and Jangri no.1 the wedge stones were placed on the bases of the 

stone props and the end stones (Fig. 7). These wedge stones found in the dolmens of 

North Korea are different from those discovered in Liaoning and Jilin. The wedge stones 

in the dolmens of Liaoning and Jilin were put on the bases of the stone props only to 

even up the heights of them.

Fig. 7: Sangwon jangri dolmen and propping stone groove.

3.3 STONE MOUND BESIDE GRAVE PIT

It has been discovered in the pit-type dolmens of North Korea that, in the case 

that the grave pits were made of stone coffins or stone lined, stone mounds were piled 

around the grave pits to protect them. Such stone coffins were found in the dolmen 

of Cheonjindong no.1, of Whangju, no.2 near Cheonjindong Junior High School, of 

Kwangseongdong no.6 and 9, of no.6 at Seongmun point 1 and of no.4 of Seongmun 

point 2, Kwangseongdong, Sariwon, and the stones lined in those of Mukbangri no.4, 

no.17, no.20 and no.31, Gaecheon (Kim, D. I., 1988: Ha, M. S., 1998b) (Fig. 8).
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Fig. 8: Gaechoen mukbangri dolmen no.31 (burial chamber).

The common features which are ascertained in the dolmens with such stone 

mounds are that they were all found in the pit-type dolmens and that the stone walls of the 

grave pits were made of thin board stones (moon-sik Ha, Tae-sop Cho, Sujin Kong, 2020).

The facilities of stone mound beside the grave pits are very similar with those 

of the boundaries of grave. But they are different in the fact that while the boundary 

facilities were piled or spread with pebbles or gravels to demarcated a grave, the stone 

mounds were heaped only beside grave pits (Fig. 9). In fact, the dolmens of Sindaedong 

no.2, Whangju and of Kwangseongdong no.1 at Seongmun point 1 in Sariwon show the 

differences clearly (Kim, D. I., 1988).

Fig. 9: Sariwon seongmun dolmens.
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3.4 THE PITS IN THE GROUND

There have been trials to bring back the original processes by reconstructing the 

largescale labor force and the level of the skills which had been employed in those of 

constructing dolmens. The trials have almost been carried through inferring the methods 

to quarry and carry capstones, the scale of the labor mobilization for constructing them 

and how large the society of those days was.

It has been watching with keen interest that the materials to make it possible to 

bring back the original process of constructing the table-type dolmens were recently 

discovered in the course of excavating the dolmens of North Korea. Many dolmens of 

North Korea, including the dolmen of Songsindong no.1 were excavated and then the 

processes of constructing them were identified as follows. First the pits in the ground 

were dug out to the same sizes as those of stone props (or end stones) before they were 

erected, then the stone props were uprightly erected (Fig. 10), and then the gaps between 

the stone props and the pits in the ground were filled up with little stones and clay and 

hardened for them to stand firmly (Sok, K. J., 1993).

Fig. 10: Pyongyang mangyongdae dolmen and burial chamber.

4 THE PECULIAR STRUCTURE CONCERNED WITH FUNERAL RITES

The dolmens which is ones of prehistoric graves seem to have been built for the 

burial of a dead body according to the customary practice of funeral rites which had 
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been prevailed in those days. Such a burial custom has more conservative and traditional 

qualities than any other feature of culture, and therefore is hardly changed.

Among the features of the structure of the dolmens which have been excavated in 

North Korea, the peculiar things concerned with the burial are that a grave pit for a corpse 

was divided into some partitions, and that the end stones which have the function to close 

the grave pits in the table-type dolmens leave partly open to be a kind of gate in order that 

the dead man may go for an outing.

4.1 THE PARTITION OF A GRAVE PIT

It is remarkable that the fact that a grave pit was partitioned into some small 

spaces have discovered in the those of North Korea. Such a peculiar structure recognized 

in many dolmens, along with the dolmen of Pyongchon no.9, Yeontan has been found in a 

good deal of dolmens, having no relation with the type of dolmen, and however, up to date, 

far more times in the table-type dolmens (Ha, M. S., 1998b).

The dolmens in which such structure was excavated are those of Pyongchon 

no.9, Seokjanggol no.1 and Songsindong no.20, 22, 31 in Yeontan, Guiilri no.2 in Sangwon, 

and so on.

The grave pits were almost divided into three or four partitions and the grounds of 

them were treated in various ways. And the human bones which had been buried with one 

laid upon another were excavated in most of the grave pits. Particularly in the dolmen of 

Songsingdong no.22 the bones for some individuals were excavated (Fig. 11).

Fig. 11: Yeontan songsindong dolmens no.20 and 22.

The fact that human bones were found in each partition of a grave pit enables to 

construe it respectively as a independent grave pit (Ha, M. S., 1997).
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The peculiar feature like such partitioning of a grave pit can be identified only in 

the dolmens of North Korea among them in the north-eastern area of Asia. Such a grave 

pit is considered a family grave, in that it can be inferred reasonably that the buried men 

in it were family members or kinsmen.

4.2 THE FUNCTIONS OF END STONES

The important function of the end stones in the table-type dolmens was to form a 

grave pit together with the stone props, and then to close it finally when constructing the 

dolmen had almost been finished. It have been discovered that one of the end stones in both 

sides of the dolmens in North Korea was fitted together with the stone props completely, 

but the other was somewhat open to form a space under the cap stone (Fig. 12). The end 

stones which had a function as a gate were found in the dolmens of Noamri, Anack and of 

Munheungri no.3, Kangdong (Sok, K. J., 1991 ; 1993).

Fig 12: Gangdong munheungri dolmen no.1.

5 THE OTHERS

Other than the things stated previously, some peculiar facts have been investigated. 

We come now to the raised floors in which dolmens were to be erected, the grave pits 

which had two partitions under a cap stone, and the grounds of grave pit which had a 

special treatment.
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5.1 CONSTRUCTING A RAISED FLOOR

The dolmens have been investigated which enable to confirm the fact that the 

raised floors had been constructed in advance to form the sites of them a little higher 

than a circumference, and then they had been erected up. Such dolmens situated on the 

higher places than their surroundings commands a fine view to be looked very well from 

any place, which shows how much people in those days gave attention to geographical 

features around the sites, constructing the dolmens (Tamura, Koichi, 1996).

These things have been confirmed in the dolmens of Kwansanri no.1, Eunyul and 

of Munheungri no.2, Kangdong. The dolmens on such raised floors are all table-type, and 

topographically on the ridges which are a little higher than the surroundings. It seems that 

they were formed in the way that the earth around them was piled and hardened for them 

to be raised up to about a hight of 50 centimeters. Taking into consideration the facts that 

the stone props were slightly tilted inward, that the cap stones are comparatively large, 

and that so on, the dolmens seems to have been built in a somewhat advanced level of the 

skills of constructing dolmens (Fig. 13).

Fig. 13: Eunyul gwansanri dolmen no.1.

Besides, It seems to have had something to do with a function of dolmen that such 

a raised floor was formed for constructing dolmens in such a way. The dolmens on such 

artificially formed floors command so fine a view that they can be looked clearly from far 

away. Therefore they seems to have had also a symbolic function, along with that of grave 

(Ha, M. S., 1999a).
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In that such raised floors which were formed before building the dolmens have 

discovered not only in the dolmens of North Korea but also in those of Xiaoquantun in 

Jinxuan, Shipengyu in Daishiqiao, and Baidaianz in Zhuanghe, this construction method 

seems to have had a local distinctive quality (Tamura Koichi, 1996).

5.2 THE PARTITIONS OF GRAVE PIT UNDER A CAP STONE

According to the results from having excavated dolmens, there is usually only one 

grave pit under a cap stone in most of them. However, in some dolmens of North Korea, 

two grave pits have been discovered under one cap stone.

The dolmens in which such partitions have been excavated are those of 

Cheonjindong no.5 and 6, of Geukseongdong no.l and 11, and of Kindong no.7, Whangju. 

The dolmens of Cheonjindong no.5 and 6 and of Geukseongdong no.11, Whangju have 

features of complex tombs. The rest of them are independent (Ha, M. S., 1998b).

These two grave pits found out under one cap stone are different from a subordinate 

coffin beside a grave pit. It is considered very important that a cap stone had a symbolic 

character rather than protected the grave pits. And it is inferred that people who had been 

buried in them were kinsmen or close relatives with the ties of blood (Fig. 14).

Fig. 14: Two grave pits discovered under one cap stone(Yeontan geumgyodong dolmen no.5).
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5.3 THE TREATMENT OF THE GROUND OF GRAVE PIT

In almost grounds of grave pits of the dolmens, broad stones or pebble-stones 

were laid out, and occasionally they were bare (Fig. 15).

Fig. 15: Gaecheon mukbangri dolmen no.33.

The treatment of the ground of grave pit in the dolmen of Yaksadong, Euncheon, 

among those in North Korea, is remarkable because it is a little peculiar in comparison with 

the others. It have been excavated that in the dolmen of Yaksadong, the floor of grave pit 

was covered with broad stones under which a thin layer of charcoal was spread out (Na, 

M. K., 1988). The fact that charcoal was spread out on the floor of grave pit was also found 

out in the dolmen of Zhaoqiugou in Dongfeng, Jilin among the dolmens which have been 

discovered up to now. But they seem to be different from that of the dolmen of Yaksadong.

That of the dolmen of Yaksadong is regarded as having had something to do with 

the drainage of grave pit in that charcoal was spread out very evenly, but on the other 

hand, in that of Zhaoqiugou, the charcoal which was made in a cremation seems to have 

been remained in a part of the floor.

6 CONCLUSION

It cannot be too much emphasized that the dolmens of North Korea are very 

important to understand the dolmen culture of the northeastern Asia. Like other 
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prehistoric sites, it seems possible to understand the features of them which have been 

investigated up to now in the same ways as taken to understand those of the southern 

and middle region of the Korean peninsular, and the northeastern region of China.

The peculiar features of the dolmens of North Korea which have been examined in 

this study can be summarized as follow.

1. The peculiar structures of the dolmens in North Korea, which have been 

recognized up to now, can be classified according to the form of grave pit, the 

skill of construction, the things concerned with funeral rites, and so on.

2. It is found out that, in the dolmens of North Korea, the facilities of a boundary 

of grave were formed by the stones which were piled or spread out within the 

sites of them. Judging from the view of funeral rites, it certainly proves the 

kinship or the blood relationship of the buried men in them that many grave 

pits were found in one boundary of grave.

3. It has been investigated in the table-type dolmens that the stone props were 

not erected uprightly but tilted slightly inward. Such tilting inward seems 

to have kept the whole balance of a dolmen. It seems to have been one of 

general principles of construction mechanics to be applied on the developing 

process of the skills of constructing dolmens.

4. Some of the peculiar things concerned with the burial are about partitioning 

of a grave pit. A grave pit was partitioned into some small spaces, almost 

divided into three or four partitions. Such partitioning has been investigated in 

the table-type dolmens as well as the pit-type dolmens. The peculiar features 

like partitioning of a grave pit can be identified only in the dolmens of North 

Korea. And they are very different from features of complex tomb.

5. It has been investigated that the raised floors had been constructed in 

advance to form the sites of dolmens a little higher than a circumference. 

The dolmens were erected on the raised floors so that they commanded 

a fine view to be looked very well from any place, which shows how much 

people in those days gave attention to geographical features around the site, 

constructing the dolmens.
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